
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
DRAFT MINUTES
September 16, 2015

Members Present: Nancy Sevcenko, Beverly Humpstone
Members Absent: Don Olson, Jeff Bendis, Jack Rossi
Others Present: Ric Tobiason, David Beilman, Paul Bousquet, Michael Brands

I. CALL TO ORDER:  
Chair Pro-Tem Sevcenko called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.

II. PUBLIC HEARINGS:
A. V-3176-15 Thomas and Susan McCaughey
The application is for Design Review Approval to exterior changes to North Elevation of barn. 
The property is located at 26 Pleasant Street and is zoned Residential High Density / Design
Review.

Mr. Tobiason, contractor, presented the application. 

The Board reviewed the proposed renderings and previously approved plans. 

The Town Planner noted the elevation was mislabeled and should state north not south.

The owner wishes to make changes to the north elevation from that approved in 2013 via zoning
permit V-2972-13 which allowed relocation and conversion of a barn.  The barn was moved to the
approved location but the exterior work has not yet been completed. 

The applicant proposes to retain the original wider barn slider door that had been on the barn
before its relocation.  Two slider barn type doors, one on each side of the opening, had been
originally approved.   Within the opening, a double set of french doors with side lights and
transom lights overhead is proposed.  This would replace two large sliding glass doors.  

On the west end of the facade, the 2 two over two double hung windows would have more
separation.  This is facilitate by the removal of the sliding door originally approved.  

A smaller eight pane window would replace the large single pane window originally approved
above the door opening.  Two basement windows would be added below the sill.
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At the last meeting, testimony was continued.  The Board noted the simple barn-like slider door
conflicts with the more upscale multi-pane french doors which in turn conflict with the two over
two windows located just west of the door. 

After discussion, the Board recommended the removal of barn slider door concept.  The applicant
agreed the door could be removed from consideration.

 It was noted the existing hay door opening above the french doors is larger than the proposed
window.  The original approval had a single pane glass and the current proposal has an 8 pane
window. 

The two over two windows were discussed.  The french door matches the french doors placed in
the connector between barn and house.   The rest of the house has six over six windows.  The
applicant noted the two over two units on the rear could be replaced by a six over six window. 

Ms. Sevcenko was concerned with the different window pane sizes which appear to conflict with
each other on the same elevation.  However, the fact that the renovation is taking place on the rear
making it invisible to the passing public lessens her concerns.

After additional discussion, the Board recommended approval as presented noting the rear of the
building is not visible to the passing public.

B. V-3184-15 Pauline Billings
The application is for Design Review Approval to construct steps within covered porch.  The
property is located at 4 Bond Street and is zoned Residential Low Density / Design Review.

Mr. Beilman, architect, presented the application.

The Board reviewed photographs of the porch area and a plan of the proposed steps.

The applicant wishes to add a set of stairs that would be protected from the weather.  The existing
front stairs ice up during the colder months creating a dangerous situation.

The front steps would remain as is.

A second set of stairs with three steps would be placed within the covered porch.  The sides of the
porch have a unique line of carved posts set close together creating a privacy screen.

Access to the stairs would be from the south side of the porch.  The upper side panel would be
removed and stored for future replacement if desired.  A lower panel would be removed.  The
ground would have a brick walkway to match existing.

All construction would match existing architectural details. 
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The front of the home is heavily landscaped which significantly screens the porch from public
view.

After discussion, the Board recommended approval as presented.

III.   OTHER BUSINESS:  
  A. 15 River Street
  Mr. Bousquet of the 15 River Street Condominium Association brought in a vinyl shutter to         
  show the Board.  The shutter has open louvers that don’t function but have cutouts that can be      
  seen through.  The vinyl simulates a wood grain.  An issue is the apparent flexibility of the           
  shutter and how they would be mounted to the building.

  Mr. Bousquet noted there are at least four homes on River Street that currently have this type        
  shutter in place.  The Town Planner will look at these homes.

  Having only two members present, the Board asked if the shutter could be left with the Town       
  Planner so the other three Board members have an opportunity to view the shutter in person.  Mr. 
  Bousquet agreed to the suggestion.

  The Board meets again on October 7, 2015 by which time they can make a decision.

IV. NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting is scheduled for October 7, 2015.  

V. ADJOURNMENT:
The Board adjourned at 4:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Brands, AICP
Town/Village Planner


