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TOWN OF WOODSTOCK 

SELECT BOARD 

May 18, 2021 

6:00 pm 

Meeting 

Zoom 

Agenda 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

B. ADDITIONS TO AND DELETIONS FROM THE POSTED AGENDA 

 

C. CITIZENS COMMENTS  

 

D. MANAGER REPORT  

1. General Report 

2. Financial Report 

 

E. PERMITS  

1. Overweight truck permits 

a. United Natural Foods Inc 

b. Roni Johnson Landscaping 

c. TRK Trucking & Veilleux Logging 

d. ArborScape Inc 

 

F. OLD BUSINESS 

 

G. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Rockefeller Endowment Report 

2. Solar Concepts for ESB 

3. Closing Town Office at 2:00 pm starting Memorial Day weekend 

4. Fireworks display discussion 

5. Benson Place discussion 

6. GMP poles on Church Hill Road 

7. Cannabis Committee Report regarding survey results 

8. Joint meeting discussion 

9. Care & maintenance of parks 

10. Faulkner Park update 

 

H. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

I. BOARD OF SEWER COMMISSIONERS 

1. Sewer adjustment 

a. 6 Swain Street - Battilana  
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b. 4980 South Road – Anderson 

c. 100 Golf Ave – Munick 

 

J. EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING PERSONNEL 

 

K. ADJOURNMENT 

 

This Meeting will be held on Zoom 

The link to join us is  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84782406503?pwd=UXAzWnJxaEE0MzJaMlBKeHJPUjB6QT09 

 

or from zoom.us you can enter these details to join the meeting 

Meeting ID: 847-8240-6503 

Password: 247624 

You can also download the Zoom app on your smartphone 

 

For those without a computer or smartphone you may call in: 

Phone number: 646 558 8656   

Meeting ID: 847-8240-6503 

Password: 247624 

 

For Help on Joining Use this Link: 
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-Meeting 
 
· Please join the meeting ten minutes prior to start, so we can give technical help if needed. 
· We will ask everyone on the phone and Zoom to identify themselves, so we know who is present. 
· Please raise your hand on the Participant tab to comment or ask a question. 
· Press *9 to raise your hand by phone 

 

















Woodstock Cannabis Review Committee

Resident Survey Results

May 11, 2021



Objectives of the Committee                                     

The committee is jointly established by the Town Selectboard and Village Trustees to:

● Raise awareness of Woodstock town and village voters on Act 164 and related 

bills and the choices available to them as it relates to the retail sale of recreational 

cannabis.

● Collect and analyze - via a survey - what is on Woodstock voters’ minds.

● Research data and provide factual statistics and analyses for relevant areas .

● Clarify what VT towns can and cannot do and under what circumstances.

● Remain objective and factual.

The committee is NOT making policy recommendations but providing information and 

data.



Woodstock Cannabis Committee Members

● Project Team
Karim Houry Resident and business owner
Seton McIlroy Resident and Village Trustee
PJ Eames Resident and business owner
Keri Cole Resident and Selectboard member

● Project Advisors
Legislative: Charlie Kimbell - State Representative
Safety: Robbie Blish - Police Chief
Health/School: Melanie Sheehan - Mt. Ascutney Hospital

Dr. Clare Drebitko - Woodstock pediatrician 
Administration: Planning - Kimberly Gilbert - Regional Planner

Note: All communications have been shared with Neal Leitner - Woodstock Planning and Zoning



Critical Dates                                   

To be proactive, towns should use 2021 to conduct community research and hold 

public meetings / hearings. IF opt-in is the favorable choice, then work to establish 

local regulations (e.g. zoning, Local Cannabis Commission) depending on resident 

wishes.

*Original timeline in Act 164, given late Cannabis Control Board 

appointments, delays to this timeline are possible.



VT Cannabis Policy Timeline



VT Cannabis Policy Timeline (cont.)



Residents Survey (April 2021): Summary Points and 

Thematic Highlights     

● Town and Village residents seem equally split on their views regarding the 

retail sale of recreational cannabis in Woodstock

● Recurring themes focused on the following areas:
○ Youth (use and impacts on) - comments weighed more heavily on concerns for youth than in favor

○ Taxes and other  regulatory issues - 50% split on moving forward with or without tax revenue

○ Tourism - comments on tourism also 50% split, ½ feeling this will be + for tourism and ½ feeling it will 

be - for tourism

● There is a clear ask for more information on a variety of topics (health, youth, 

taxes and tourism)



Woodstock Review Committee Survey Summary      

● Residents are split on the issue of whether or not to even call a vote. 

● Results were not split 50/50 re: youth and impacts to health; many concerns were 

highlighted.

● Residents are concerned about how retail would change the look/feel/character of 

Woodstock, while some think this type of retail would be “good” for Woodstock and tourism 

revenue. 

● Survey showed that residents may incorrectly be thinking that retail cannabis would bring 

a large increase of tax $$$ to the town. 

● Given late appointments to the CCB and closing legislative session, many Cannabis 

regulations are still unknown.

● Presentations and more information on this topic will be useful to help the community 

engage in informed discourse. 



Woodstock Survey Results - April 2021

General Statistics

● 459 responses; 82% in zip code 05091; 84% Woodstock residents
● 20% are parents with youth under 18 and 20% with youth over 18
● 17% are business owners, 10% employees or staff of businesses and non-profits and 8% 

Woodstock town or village employees/contractors
● Age categories: 21% at 66+; 50% at 46-66; 25% 26-45 and 4% 18 and under
● A total of 109 additional comments were submitted

Awareness of the New Law

“I have a fair amount of understanding”   43%

“Minimal awareness”   21 %

“I was not aware”    21%

“I have thoroughly read (the law) about it and understand it”    15%



Woodstock Survey Results - April 2021

Woodstock Village Trustees should allow residents to vote to "opt in" to retail cannabis

Strongly Agree/Agree = 53% Neutral = 7% Strongly Disagree / Disagree = 40%

Woodstock Town Selectboard should allow residents to vote to "opt in" to retail cannabis

Strongly Agree/Agree = 53% Neutral = 8% Strongly Disagree / Disagree = 39%

Our town needs one or more information sessions on this topic before deciding whether an 

"opt in" vote is appropriate for Woodstock

Strongly Agree/Agree = 50% Neutral = 20% Strongly Disagree / Disagree = 30%

If an "opt in" vote were called, I would fully support it without needing more information 

than I currently have

Strongly Agree/Agree = 40% Neutral = 10% Strongly Disagree / Disagree = 50%



Woodstock Survey Results - April 2021
Respondents interest areas for more information (ranked in order of highest response rate)

Criticality of Revenues

57% of respondents felt that it would be somewhat to very important for the town to get tax revenues 

from the sale of retail cannabis.

Tourism re: retail cannabis 51%

Town regulations that help limit youth exposure to cannabis 47%

Cannabis use and youth 47%

How Act 164 presents tax revenue structure 39%

Public safety re: retail cannabis 35%

Details of new retail cannabis law 33%

Cannabis and health (benefits and risks) 22%

Other 7%



Potential Next Steps Based on Survey Results     

● Present more data on the topics listed by the survey respondents and on the 

new law and its context in general (this would be done at future Selectboard 

and Village Trustees meetings).

● Arrange for community information sessions and presentations to inform 

residents before calling a vote.



Thank you !

Your attention to this important topic for the Village and the Town is appreciated.

For questions or concerns, feel free to reach out to committee members:

Karim Houry karimhry@gmail.com

Seton Mcilroy seton.l.mcilroy@gmail.com

Keri Cole kpcole@gmail.com

PJ Eames pj@clovergiftshop.com














