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Town of Woodstock 

Select Board Meeting 

May 16, 2023 

6:00 pm 

Town Hall & Zoom 

Minutes 

Draft minutes are subject to approval. 

Present: Chair Joe Swanson, Ray Bourgeois, Mary Riley, Keri Cole, Susan Ford, Eric Duffy, 

Nikki Nourse, Meredith Bzdak, Antonia Richie, Michael Caduto, Tom Ayres, Tom Weschler, 

Tess Hunter, Jen Arnoldi, Thomas Phillips, Wendy Jackson, Michael Shnoering, Jon 

Spector, Jill Davies, Roger Logan, Phil Neuberg 

 

A. Call to order 

1. Chair Swanson called the Select Board meeting of May 16, 2023, to order at 

6:00 pm. 

B. Finance Committee Interview – Thomas N Phillips 

Motion: by Ms. Ford to appoint Thomas N Phillips to the Finance Committee. 

Seconded: by Ms. Cole. 

Vote: 4-0-0, passed. (Ms. Riley was not present). 

C. Additions to & deletions from posted agenda 

1. Addition – listers request for extension 

Motion: by Mr. Bourgeois to approve the Listers request for the 30 day extension. 

Seconded: by Ms. Cole. 

Vote: 4-0-0, passed. 

D. Citizen comments 

1. Ms. Richie stated that she is trying to locate land for a dog park. 

E. Manager’s report 

1. General report 

a. Mr. Duffy stated that he has reached out about the South Woodstock 

facility to see if painting was an option as another cost measure. They 

recommend not painting. The facility will be wet. They recommend 

staining it. He will get a price for that. They will talk more about this 

in June. The Planning & Zoning Department has hired an assistant. 

They will be starting in June. 

2. Financial report 

a. There is a small surplus based on expected expenses. 

F. Permits 

1. Liquor license renewals 

a. Sante – 1st Class, 3rd Class, Outside Consumption 

b. Village Butcher 

c. Village Inn – 1st Class, 3rd Class, Outside Consumption 

d. Woodstock Farmer’s Market 

e. 4 Mechanic Street LLC – 1st Class, 3rd Class, Outside Consumption 
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f. Jackson House – 1st Class, 3rd Class, Outside Consumption 

Motion: by Ms. Ford to approve liquor license renewals for Village Butcher, Village Inn, 

Woodstock Farmer’s Market, 4 Mechanic Street LLC, and Jackson House as submitted with 

the understanding that the State reviews all liquor licenses, and conditional approval is 

given to Sante when payment for money owned to the Town is paid. 

Seconded: by Mr. Bourgeois. 

Vote: 4-0-0, passed. 

G. Old business 

1. ARPA expenditures discussion 

a. Fire SCBA - $115,000 – already agreed upon. 

Motion: by Mr. Bourgeois to approve $300,000 from ARPA funds to be used for Carleton 

Hill. 

Seconded: by Ms. Riley. 

Vote: 5-0-0, passed. 

 

Motion: by Mr. Bourgeois to approve $42,000 from ARPA funds to be used for WWTP. 

Seconded: by Ms. Riley. 

Vote: 5-0-0, passed. 

 

Motion: by Mr. Bourgeois to approve $15,000 from ARPA funds to be used for Conn River 

Conservancy. 

Seconded: by Ms. Ford. 

Vote: 4-1-0, passed. (Chair Swanson for, Mr. Bourgeois for, Ms. Riley for, Ms. Ford for, Ms. 

Cole against). 

 

Motion: by Mr. Bourgeois to approve $15,000 from ARPA funds to be used for Thompson 

Senior Center. 

Seconded: by Ms. Riley. 

Vote: 3-1-1, passed. (Chair Swanson for, Mr. Bourgeois for, Ms. Riley for, Ms. Cole against, Ms. 

Ford abstained). 

 

Motion: by Mr. Bourgeois to approve $10,000 from ARPA funds to be used for SWWWTP 

Beautification. 

Seconded: by Ms. Ford. 

Vote: 5-0-0, passed. 

 

Motion: by Mr. Bourgeois to approve $2,000 from ARPA funds to be used for Sign Package. 

Seconded: by Ms. Riley. 

Vote: 5-0-0, passed. 

H. New business 

1. Town Hall Building Committee update 

a. Presentation included in minutes. 

2. Planning Administrator appointment 
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Motion: by Ms. Ford to appoint Steven Bauer as the Administrative Officer. 

Seconded: by Ms. Riley. 

Vote: 5-0-0, passed. 

3. ORT easement 

a. Need attorney to review. 

4. Review of EDC decision on housing projects 

Motion: by Ms. Ford to approve the changes to the housing program to allow 6-month leases 

for seasonal employees, to base their incentive amounts primarily on the number of 

Woodstock employees being housed, and allow incentives for rental in neighboring towns 

(Bridgewater, Pomfret, Reading, and Hartland) provided to employees who work in 

Woodstock with the addition those applicants be reviewed on a three month basis.  

Seconded: by Mr. Bourgeois. 

Vote: 3-2-0, passed. (Mr. Bourgeois for, Ms. Cole for, Ms. Ford for, Chair Swanson against, 

Ms. Riley against). 

I. Other business 

Motion: by Mr. Bourgeois to suspend the morning meetings for June, July, and August. 

Seconded: by Ms. Ford. 

Vote: 5-0-0, passed.  

J. Board of Sewer Commissioners 

1. Sewer billing 

2. Sewer abatement requests 

a. Hawkins & Weschler – 15 Maple Street 

Motion: by Ms. Ford to approve the sewer abatement request for 15 Maple Street for $51.66.  

Seconded: by Mr. Bourgeois. 

Vote: 5-0-0, passed. 

b. Doyle – 80 Blankey Cottage Lane 

Motion: by Ms. Ford to deny the sewer abatement request for 80 Blankey Cottage Lane. 

Seconded: by Ms. Riley. 

Vote: 5-0-0, passed. 

3. Sewer permit – Yatim – 41 South Street 

Motion: by Mr. Bourgeois to approve the sewer permit for 41 South Street as submitted by 

Yatim.  

Seconded: by Ms. Ford. 

Vote: 5-0-0, passed.  

K. Approval of minutes 

1. 5/2/23 joint minutes 

a. Add Charlie Degener to present. 

Motion: by Ms. Riley to approve the minutes of 5/2/23 with the one change noted above. 

Seconded: by Mr. Bourgeois. 

Vote: 5-0-0, passed. 

L. Adjournment 

Motion: by Mr. Bourgeois to adjourn the meeting at 7:47 pm. 

Seconded: by Ms. Riley. 
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Vote: 5-0-0, passed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nikki Nourse 





Building envelope issues: rear stage house requires stabilization. 



Building envelope issues at front portico: loss of integrity/deterioration; 
Wood damage to entablature, cornice and soffit. Safety and accessibility
are a concern. 



Building envelope issues: wood damage contributing to moisture
Infiltration. Elevator mechanics are outdated, and accessibility is not 
provided to all levels.



Building envelope issues: evidence of leaks on the interior indicate 
failure of roof drainage system.



Building envelope issues: windows are a character-defining feature, in
need of restoration; interior storms can provide improved energy 
efficiency.



Building interior: toilet rooms 
throughout the building are not
Accessible and are outdated, 
requiring regular repair; two 
additional toilet fixtures are 
required per code.



Building interior: the auditorium
space is not accessible; seating
Is dated, and accessible seating
needs to be provided 
throughout.



Mechanical, electrical, 
and plumbing systems 
need to be updated to 
be code-compliant and 
energy efficient. 
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