


[bookmark: _Hlk133848670]PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES
VILLAGE OF WOODSTOCK, VERMONT
31 The Green
Woodstock, VT 05091
(802) 457-7515

VILLAGE DESIGN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Wednesday, March 5, 2025, at 4:00 PM

Members Present: Phillip Neuberg (Chair), Ellen Phillips Soroka, Jack Rossi, and Larry Zeitlin
Staff Present: Stephanie Appelfeller, Mike Tuller, Molly Maxham, and Emily Collins
Public Present: Nathan Freund, Ryan Thibault, Evan Chismark, and Brian Burchell

Called to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 4:02 PM.

  
PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. V-0020-25 – Nathan Freund
Location: 431 Woodstock Road
Parcel ID: 21.51.40.001 
Proposed Development: Change of use from retail to mixed use retail bike shop and restaurant and a parking waiver.

After Phillip Neuberg called the meeting to order, Nathan Freund introduced himself and his business partners Ryan Thibault, Evan Chismark, and Brian Burchell. The group would like to convert the vacant bank building into a restaurant and bike shop, similar to their existing operation in Stowe, Vermont. The proposed business would operate in the same footprint, but would need to alter egresses for better basement access and to use the drive through area as outdoor dining. Nathan Freund indicated that there is existing landscaping that needs to be pruned and otherwise improved. Nathan Freund said that it will be necessary to construct some sort of wood frame to protect and conceal waste disposal containers in the northwest corner of the lot. Ryan Thibault is the designer and explained the brand standards for the structure and signs. Larry Zeitlin asked about traffic circulation around the building. Ryan Thibault explained that the bank was originally designed to allow cars to wrap around the drive-through area so there is no cause for concern. Nathan Freund explained that this design also mitigates a pinch point for road access. Other discussion concerned specifics such as restaurant and store hours and menu options. The board agreed that the restaurant would be an asset to the community by being open every day of the week and offering foods safe for various dietary restrictions. Nathan Freund is unsure whether the restaurant would serve liquor or only beer and wine. Nathan Freund explained that the bike rental aspect of the business would be targeted at cycling enthusiasts wanting to ride on trails, rather than tourists wanting to ride around the village. Nathan Freund noted that this is a good location for pedestrian and bike traffic, not only cars.

Phillip Neuberg motioned to approve the application as presented. Seconded by Ellen Phillips Soroka.
Vote 4-0. Approved.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 12/18/24 and 1/15/25
	
Jack Rossi motioned to approve the minutes as presented. Seconded by Ellen Phillips Soroka.
	Vote 4-0. Approved.


Other Business: None. 


Adjournment:
	
Meeting adjourned at 4:31 pm.



